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INSIDE

Annual Gathering of 
Catholic Schools in 
Johannesburg
Saturday 28 January saw an amazing 
turnout of representatives – passionate 
about Catholic Education – join together 
for the annual gathering of Catholic 
Schools to commence the academic 
year. St David’s Marist College, Inanda  
graciously hosted the occasion. 

We were privileged 
to have Fr Michel 
Meunier and Fr 
Mokesh Morar 
celebrate Mass. Fr 
Meunier spoke on this 
year’s theme Walking 
Forward Together. 
Rob Stewardson of 
Assumption Convent prepared the music 
and the Assumption High School choir 
led the singing in the beautiful Chapel. 

After Mass, Mark heywood (Section 
27) and Father anthony egan (Jesuit 
Institute South Africa) challenged us 
to think about the skills we need to 
develop in our young people, in a society 
of populist leaders. The presenters 
encouraged us to think of ways we could 
help with transformation and healing, 
and strategies to teach values that 
recognize the hurt and injustices of the 
past and present. Some considerations 
we need to keep front-of-mind are:

 What role 
models do we 
have now? We live 
in difficult times 
and in a new era 
of populist leaders 
and wars.

 It can be viewed as an exciting time of 
possibilities, where people with good 
values must take a stand.

 How do we spend our resources?  We 
need to rediscover our values and 
what they require us to do.

 We need to create a 
generation of people with 
integrity by giving them a 
sense of power and a sense 
of responsibility where we 
inculcate empathy and 
humanity.

We were left with the realisation that as 
we walk forward together in Hope, Faith 
and Love, we need to develop an even 
greater awareness of social challenges 
and explore ways of channelling that 
into our work with the young people 
entrusted to our care.

graeme edwards (outgoing Chairperson 
of the Catholic Schools Council), together 
with the other members of the Executive 
Council gave an overview of the 
contribution of the members of the CSC 
to the network of schools. A particular 
contribution has been made in the area 

Our Theme
Walking Forward Together is the 
Catholic Schools theme for 2017. There 
have already been so many instances of 
individuals and groups in our network, 

doing exactly this...making 
sure no-one is left behind. 
Thank you for making our 
theme a meaningfully lived 
experience: through kind 
gestures, generosity of spirit, 
willingness to help, eagerness 

to share, faithful commitment and 
sensitivity to and awareness of the 
challenges around us.

of leadership, both for staff and Grade 
11 students. Jacinta Lucas (Executive 
Head of Holy Rosary) was introduced as 
the new chair of the CSC and Heather 
Blanckensee (Sacred heart College) as 
the additional Principals’ Representative.    

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

walking
forward
t o g e t h e r

Fr Michel Meunier, Fr anthony egan 
and Mark heywood
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On 21 February 70 new members of staff 
from Catholic Schools in Johannesburg 
gathered at Koinonia Centre in Bez Valley. 
Despite the extremely heavy rain the 
atmosphere was warm and comfortable, 
as delegates were treated royally by 
Sister Jacqui and her team.  The theme for 
the day was set by eleanor hough (CSO 
Schools Liaison Officer) with a reflection 
on the Circle of Friends. Everyone was 
welcomed as part of the greater Catholic 
Schools’ Family in Johannesburg. 

brother Michael burke, from the 
Congregation of Christian Brothers, 
shared the history of Catholic Schools in 
the country, leading participants through 
a description of the “common story” 
of Catholic education, beginning with 
interesting foundations that had been 
laid, through to the present Lay Age. 
Cso Director rosa Calaca developed 
the 2017 theme for Catholic Schools – 
Walking Forward Together – and she 
explained the structures that make up the 
Catholic Schools network. Participants 
explored the vocation of teaching, 
particularly from the perspective of the 
distinctive ethos of Catholic Schools, 
based on the person of Jesus Christ. 

Brother Michael’s warm, gentle and 
welcoming style of presentation was 
very well received by all the participants 
and we trust that friendships were forged 
between various schools throughout the 
day. It is our prayer that everyone left 
with a greater understanding of what it 
means to work in a Catholic School.

New Teachers 
Orientation Day

Principals’ Forum 
The Principals’ Forum met on Valentine’s 
Day 14 February at Holy Rosary School in 
Edenvale. The 39 tired men and women 
arrived five weeks into a hectic school 
term, frankly frazzled, but immediately 
relaxed into the calm environment of the 
Bishop Shanahan Hall. The  venue was 
beautifully decorated with thoughtful 
Valentine touches: wooden engraved 
hearts, red flowers and candy. Jacinta 
lucas, principal of Holy Rosary School, 
ensured that the principals were seated 
so they could get to know each other.

The keynote presentation by graeme 
edwards (St David’s Preparatory School) 
on Social Justice and Responsibility, was 
based on research he had undertaken 
around the country. heather 
blanckensee from Sacred Heart College 
facilitated a discussion on the role of 
principals in engendering a sense of 
Social Justice and Responsibility in 
our schools, and the accompanying 
challenges. Everyone received a copy of 
Deepening Friendship with God – Daily 
Reflections for Lent published by the 
Jesuit Institute South Africa. 

Principals left the meeting with posters 
from the CIE on safeguarding children. 

graeme edwards

brother Michael burke
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The three cluster groups gathered 
again at various venues to complete a 
questionnaire and share perspectives 
on the content of the RE curriculum, 
assessment in RE, questions around 
particular Catholic beliefs, and 
welcoming learners who are not Catholic 
into a Catholic school. Teachers had an 
opportunity to discuss the challenges 
they face, in terms of time-tabling, 
resourcing more modern/contemporary 
lesson material and the influence of 
social media on the values and morals of 
young learners.

Religious Education 

Cluster Meetings

RE 
Seminar
Our first RE seminar 
for 2017 was held 
at St Augustine’s 
College, Victory 
Park and proved to be a truly meaningful 
learning experience for RE Co-ordinators 
and teachers alike. All three presenters 
are outstanding RE teachers in their own 
right, and they each shared 
so much of their own wisdom 
and insight. 

bev Whittal addressed 
the challenge of getting 
teens and adolescents to 
acknowledge the presence 
and power of God at work 
in their lives, and how they can 
best respond to God in the ordinary 
experience of everyday life. astrid 
Meng from McAuley House shared her 
experience of teaching young children 
to distinguish between good and bad 
choices, based on the Biblical story of 
Cain and Abel, and then to recognise for 
themselves those categories of choices 
made during the course of each day. 
rita goodhead from De La Salle Holy 
Cross College provided some historical 
background to the Stations of the Cross 
as an ancient prayer form, and she 
explained how learners could re-enact 
the Way of the Cross, as a meaningful 
meditation for young people and their 
parents during Holy Week. 

rita goodheadbev Whittal astrid Meng

She stressed the importance of Easter 
as the key element of our faith. Without 
Easter, the passion of Jesus, and our own 

suffering, would make no sense! 

Rita invited responses from the 
group on ways of teaching 

and celebrating the events 
of Jesus’ life.  There were 
a number of great ideas 
shared for novel and 

interesting lessons during 
the seasons of Lent, Holy Week 

and Easter: 

 praying the stations of the cross from 
Mary’s perspective, since this has 
been declared a Marian year in the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg

 a Paschal Meal for learners

 a Passion Play by the learners

 identifiying and exploring the 
meaning of different types of crosses

 Eucharistic Adoration after Mass, 
followed by Benediction

 “Watch with Me” sleep-over with 
meditation, praise & worship and 
devotion

RE teachers were encouraged to take all 
this back to the classroom, and adapt 
them for use in their own schools.

The closing liturgy for our seminar took 
the form of the Stations of the Cross. In 
groups, participants led everyone in a 
simple and quiet yet profound reflection 
on Jesus’ journey to Calvary, and how 
that shapes on our own experience when 
things get tough for us. A truly beautiful 
way to end a productive afternoon!
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New Board Session
The declining numbers and increasing 
age of religious leaders has seen the 
guardianship of Catholic schools more 
and more in the hands of the laity. 
Through a workshop offered to New 
Board members on Saturday 4 March, the 
governors of our schools were equipped 
to live out the vision of the founders of 
our various schools.

The programme, hosted by Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer, included a 
presentation on:

 Governance in Catholic schools, with 
an understanding of how Catholic 
schools are part of the Church’s 
evangelising mission

	 Structures operating in the network of 
the “big picture” of the Johannesburg 
Archdiocese

Leadership Course 2017 – 10-13 March
A group of 37 participants travelled to Kwa Lata Conference Centre in the Dinokeng 
Game Reserve for the Leadership Course 2017. The days spent at Kwa Lata were 
valuable for discovering a little more about themselves, and for getting to know the 
others who will be journeying with them in the months ahead.  Our sincere thanks to 
Fr hugh lagan for his brilliant presentation and insightful facilitation of the sessions. 
The first module would undoubtedly have affirmed each one in their role as leader, as 
well as highlighted some of the challenges they most certainly will still face in those 
positions. There was so much to take away and mull over, especially as these aspiring 
leaders tackle their first assignment of the course!

The game drive on Thursday afternoon was a definite highlight, providing participants 
with opportunities for bonding and deepening friendships. Hopefully the time spent 
here will inspire all of them to accept the challenge and embrace the ministry of 
Servant Leadership and effective management in their respective schools.  We wish 
them all well! 

Fr hugh lagan



Gr 12 Leadership 
Booster Evening
St David’s College, Inanda, hosted 
young people from eight schools across 
Johannesburg for a Leadership Booster 
evening. This event, skilfully facilitated by 
Dave smith  and his team at St David’s 
Marist College, Inanda was aimed at 
participants who were in Grade 11 last 
year, and who have been elected to 
leadership positions for 2017. 

For many of them, the excitement 
and delight of assuming a leadership 
role may have given way to a sense of 
anxiety and undue pressure. The Booster 
evening is designed to explore practical 
ways of sustaining the enthusiasm 
of these young leaders, especially in 
the face of challenges and difficulties 
that accompany their Grade 12 year. 
There was a focus on particular forms 
of leadership: personal, extramural and 
academic, all facilitated by members of 
the team, as well as a talk by Michael 
Waller, Educational Psychologist at St 
David’s. 

Gr 12 Leadership Booster Evening

Marketers Session

Staff members involved in promoting 
their schools attended a session 
coordinated by Chantelle Burgin and 
presented by Ricardo Giacovazzi from 
WASSP Agency at St Benedict’s College 
on 17 March.  At the first session he 
shared some objectives for school 
marketing in dealing with Social Media 
platforms such as:- 

 Brand Awareness

 Event Responses

 Page/Profile Likes/Follows

 Engagement

 Database building 

The second session was a Panel 
Discussion led by Deon Oerson and 
Graham Howarth on understanding 
and creating social cohesion within the 
scholarship and bursary programmes in 
Catholic Schools. 

They also explored ways of ensuring 
that what is portrayed in our marketing 
strategy is an essential part of our Ethos 
and the lived experience in our schools

Attendees appreciated the opportunity 
to engage in some thought-provoking 
discussion.   

Everyone at 
Lourdes Primary 

School  is very keen 
on taking care of our 
environment, so their 
Recycling Project is a 

winner!
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Marketers 
Deon oerson 
and graham 
howarth
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Pretoria 
RE Coordinators’ Seminar
The first meeting for Pretoria RE 
Coodinators held on 2 February, was 
a seminar conducted by Ms Violet 
Ramathunya, Ms. Jenny Potgieter and 
Mr. Peter Ross. Events of the first and 
second terms were discussed. Jenny 

took participants of each school 
through the use of the 

RE curriculum file, and 
together they explored 
different ways in 
which to assess RE. It 
was indeed a fruitful 

workshop.

Chaplains Forum
Ms Violet Ramathunya and Mr. 
Peter Ross facilitated the annual 
Chaplains’ Forum at Nazareth 
House on 8th March. Principals and 
chaplains from Pretoria schools 
were given the opportunity to 
reflect on their duties and how best 
to uphold the Catholic Ethos in our 
schools. 

Staff Orientation
About 54 new teachers attended the staff orientation session at Loreto Convent 
in Skinner Street on 4 February. The teachers were happy and felt that they were 
welcomed in the Catholic network. Most of their uncertainties were clarified. A 
booklet was handed out, addressing any questions they might have, and providing 
explanations on some Catholic practices. We are grateful to br Michael burke for once 
more having conducted this workshop in an amazing manner. God bless him in his 
ministry.

Teachers’ Seminar
Loreto Primary in Queenwood was the 
host school for the Teachers Seminar 
held on 24 February. It was a beautiful 
morning, with around 300 teachers in 
attendance. Archbishop William Slattery 
graced the ceremony by celebrating 
Mass and Mr Brand Pretorius really made 
an impact in his keynote address on 
Servant Leadership.
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Ms Violet ramathunya, archbishop William 
slattery and Mr peter ross



The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is 
even beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent

enterprise that is God’s work.  Nothing we do is 
complete, which is a way of

saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond 
us…….

We plant the seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that 
they hold future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further 
development.

We provide yeast that produces far beyond our 
capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of 
liberation in realizing that.

This enables us to do something, and to do it 
very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a 
step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s 
grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but that is the 
difference between the master builder and the 
worker.

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, 
not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own. 

Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw (Quote often 
associated with Bl. Archbishop Romero

Pre-Primary staff met at Sacred Heart 
College on 7 March to explore the theme 
of “Hope in uncertain times” under the 
guidance of Frances Correia. (She has 
worked in the area of Ignatian Spirituality 
since 1999.)  Frances spoke about the 
importance of taking time to nurture 
oneself on a spiritual level.  In these 
uncertain times we need to make sure 
that we acknowledge the importance of 
self-care.  If we are at peace as teachers, 
we will unconsciously give love to others.  
Pre-Primary teachers are in a unique 
position of spending the entire day with 
small children, and their emotional well-
being has a direct effect on the children 
they work with.  Staff were reminded of 
tools to reawaken personal spirituality 
in order to be effective ministers in the 
work of forming little children.  

It helps, now and then, to step back and 
take a long view. 

Do your little bit of good 
where you are; it is those 

little bits of good that will 
overwhelm the world.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

7

Catholic Schools’ Pre-
Primary Cluster Meeting

Frances Correia

Sports Leaders Day
Responding to feedback that schools would like Sports Leaders Day to contribute to 
the year by being held earlier, the CSSC organised for it to take place on Thursday 16 
March at De la Salle Holy Cross College.  Thirty-two delegates from eighteen schools 
attended what turned out to be a wonderfully successful day. Our four presenters were 
excellent and the feedback that we received was extremely positive. Our thanks to 
all the schools and individuals that supported the day, and the school community of 
DLSHCC for their exceptional hospitality.

Sports news
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news
school

McAuley House 
The senior girls at McAuley House held an all-night vigil on Friday, 10th March in order 
to spend some time reflecting on, and deepening their personal relationship with God 
during this Lenten Season. The girls participated in a Bible quiz, games and a time of 
Praise & Worship amongst other activities through the night.

St Ursula’s School
“To change the world, we must be good 
to those who cannot repay us,” said Pope 
Francis. The Latin word ‘SERVIAM’ (I will 
serve) is the motto of St Ursula’s School. 
The school runs an outreach project 
four times a year, with each project 
benefiting a different organisation. This 
year they chose to begin with Laerskool 
Ebenhaeser. Clothes, blankets and food 
were collected, made up into parcels, 
delivered to the school and distributed to 
families in need. This project went hand-
in-hand with the celebration of the Feast 
of St Angela, Foundress of the Ursulines, 
on 27 January. 

At their Open Day organized for grade 
8 2018, St Ursula’s hosted a General 
Knowledge Quiz which was attended by 

a number of schools in 
the surrounding area. 
St Ursula’s won the 
competition and are 
very proud of their team 
of grade 7 wise owls!

Holy Family College
Holy Family College, Parktown held its 
annual retreat for Foundation Phase 
learners at the Zoo Lake. The day of 
reflection was conducted by sr. Joy, 
assisted by the Foundation Phase 
teachers, and aptly focused on the theme 
God in Nature.

sr Joy
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Brescia House
St Angela’s Feast Day was celebrated on 

27 January. The day started with a 
beautiful Mass after which 

girls and staff were treated 
to some special eats. 

The 10th of February 
saw the Intermediate 
Phase celebrating 
Friendship Friday. This 

is the first time that 
the girls met with their 

Serviam Sisters! Each group 
of Serviam Sisters is made up of 

about 9 girls – 3 from each grade and 
from the same house. In true Brescia 
House School style, the girls made one 
another feel welcome and shared a picnic 
with their group.

On 3 March Brescia House School 
participated in the annual CANSA 
Shavathon. A very brave Grade 8 pupil, 
Esha Parbhoo, shaved all her hair off, 
while two other pupils, Emily Burger and 
Julia Dedering cut off their very long 
hair. They were supported by two staff 
members, Mrs Stephanie Black and Mrs 
Helga Bishop, who also cut off their very 
long hair. The school has so far raised 
over R30 000 for CANSA. Well done to all!

Holy Rosary Breakfast
Each year the Matrics from Assumption 
Convent School, St Benedict’s College 
and Holy Rosary High School gather for 
Mass and breakfast, to unite in prayer 
and friendship during their final year of 
schooling.

Photo: HRS Matric Breakfast Seen here are, front 
(Headboy/girl): Jacob Groenewald (St Benedict’s 
College), Patricia Zongololo (Holy Rosary School), 
and Monica Alves (Assumption Convent). Back 
(Head of Religion): Roberto Coelho (St Benedict’s 
College), Matilda De Freitas (Holy Rosary School), 
and Marilyn Cilengi (Assumption Convent).

Sacred Heart College
On Saturday, 11 March Sacred Heart 
College held their 10th Annual 
Fundraising Swim-a-Thon for Pre-Primary 
and Primary School learners, parents and 
educators.  Children from as little as 3 
years old participated in this event which 
emphasises the College’s position that 
Physical Education is an integral part of 
building foundations and skills for life. 
The morning was enjoyed 
by parents and learners and 
there was an air of festivity 
at the food stalls which were 
hosted by the parents. This 
event was also a fundraiser for 
technological upgrades in the 
Primary School.

news
school

brescia house school Cansa shavathon
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Sports news

High School  

Our first event of the 
year had to be postponed 

due to extremely wet fields 
resulting from the rain we all 

appreciated receiving towards 
the end of January.  Veritas College 

has undertaken to reschedule the 
Cricket in the final season and host 

the tournament, as originally planned. 

On Saturday 18 February, Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer hosted the basketball 
tournament. Nine schools participated 
in the tournament: Sacred Heart College, 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer, Dominican 
Convent School , Holy Family College, 
St. Benedict’s College, Chisipite High 
School (Harare, Zimbabwe), McAuley 
House School, CBC Mount Edmond and 
Maryvale College which resulted in there 
being 7 boys and 7 girls teams in total.

The tournament organiser, Dane 
Lumsden, was highly impressed by 
the teamwork, camaraderie and the 
fun exhibited at the tournament, 

commenting that “everything 
was exciting, from the warm-ups 
with dancing and singing, to the 
competitive games that were so close 
they had only 1 point difference. A 
total of 761 points were scored from 
various players who took great 
3-point shots, dunks that shook 
the poles, and plenty of 2 pointers 
during the day.”  

Foundation Phase events will start 
during the winter sports season.  
We’re looking forward to seeing 
our “future stars” in action. 

Primary School

The programme started on Saturday 
11 February with nine boys’ teams 
participating in basketball that was 
organised and hosted by Dominican 
Convent School.  Four of the teams were 
invitation teams that participated in 
terms of an agreement reached at our 
AGM that, in the smaller events, similar 
faith/ethos-based schools may be invited 
to take part in order to add value to the 
opportunity. The consensus was that 
they did add value as the overall quality 
of the competition was raised as a result 
of their involvement.  Congratulations to 
the winning teams: Dominican Convent 
School (Section A) and St Peter’s Boys’ 
Prep (Section B).  

The A and B swimming galas took place 
but the C1 and C2 galas that were to be 
held at Holy Rosary School and Sacred 
Heart College had to be cancelled 
due to lightning.  The A 50m gala 
was hosted by Brescia House 
School and the B 25m gala by St 
Teresa’s School. Well done to St 
David’s Marist Inanda for winning 
both events. Other schools that 
participated were Sacred Heart 
College, St Benedict’s College, 
Holy Rosary School, St Dominic’s 
Catholic School and De la Salle 
Holy Cross Junior School.
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Cricket also took place on saturday 
11 February and it was divided 
into three age-groups; each festival 
organised and hosted at a separate 
venue.  The U9s played at Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer, U11s at Sacred 
Heart College and the U13s at Veritas 
College.  The players so enjoyed their 
day that no photographs have been 
received yet.   
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Dates for the Winter season

FOUNDATION PHASE

30 May Chess
10 Jun Soccer and Netball

PRIMARY SCHOOL

27 May Netball
27 May Soccer
30 May Chess
3 June Cross Country
10 June  Hockey

HIGH SCHOOL

06 May Netball U14 & 15
06 May Soccer Open
13 May  Soccer u15
13 May  Netball U16 and Open
19 - 20 May  Hockey Open
27 May  Hockey U15
3 June Cross Country

With our JOC process completed and 
everything in order for the swimming 
gala to be held at Ellis Park, Cyclone 
Dineo descended on southern Africa.  
With sincere thanks to St Benedict’s 
College, we were able to move the gala 
to their indoor 25m pool at the last 
minute. A successful day of swimming 
followed and there was a range in 
performances from outstanding to sheer 

determination.   Sincere thanks to 
St Teresa’s School for organising 
the logistical arrangements for 
the event, and St Catherine’s 
School, (Germiston) for providing 
the catering for staff and officials.  
Well done to all the participating 
schools and congratulations to the 
winners of each section:

place boys girls b girls a Co-ed
1st DLSHCC 174 Brescia House B 222 Holy Rosary 240,5 DLSHCC 306
2nd La Salle 136,5 Sacred Heart 143 St Dominic’s 189,5 La Salle 252,5
3rd Sacred Heart 102 La Salle 116 Brescia House A 177 Sacred Heart 245
4th St Catherine’s (Germiston) 78,5 St Teresa’s B 99,5 Assumption 140,5 St Catherine’s (Germiston) 153
5th St Ursula’s 15 St Catherine’s (Germiston) 74,5 St Catherine’s (Florida) 127 St Ursula’s 66
6th St Ursula’s 51 St Teresa’s A 114,5
7th DLSHCC 66

results of the Catholic high 
schools gala 2017

Congratulations to the winning teams: 

Dominican Convent School (girls) and St 
Benedict’s College (boys), as well as the 
runners-up: Chisipite High School (girls) 
and Holy Family College (boys).
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Holy Week ...
walking forward to Easter
We find ourselves travelling quickly 
towards the celebration of the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of Jesus at Easter. 
With still some time before Holy Week it 
may be helpful to pause and reflect on 
what difference, if any, the Lenten journey 
has made in our personal lives and in our 
school communities of faith, knowledge 
and service. Have we deepened our 
friendship with God? Have our acts of 
almsgiving, prayer and fasting allowed 
us to ease any suffering of those around 
us, to know God better, or to be guided 
in our decisions and choices? Have we 
taken up the challenge to be more like 
Jesus and show his face to the world? 

It is our prayer that at this Easter season, 
each of us may experience the deep love, 
peace and friendship reserved for us by 
God. Allow this poem by Joyce Rupp to 
lead you into sacred space where you can  
anticipate the events of Holy Week.

The Farewell Tear 

a feast of friendship
a story of betrayal
a memory of gifts given

you look with such intense love
on each one gathered there,
mist covers your deep brown eyes
as you hold each one in your gaze,
you close your eyes and I see
the farewell tear of friendship

as it follows the curve of your cheek.
you take the bread,
bless it gently, profoundly,

with old words and new. 
(do you mean to say it is yourself?)
and then the wine,
again with words old and new.
(do you mean to say this, too, 

is now yourself?)
you look again at each one there
and give the eternal gift:

“remember me and do the same.”
like those around the table then,
so with us who gather now,
if we knew how close our hearts
are held inside of yours,
we would always be amazed

that you meant this for us, too.
how shall we ever be brave enough
to do what you have done…?

Joyce Rupp in Out of the Ordinary 

Voices in the silence…
Pontius Pilate:
The Galilean is dead. Potential disaster has been averted. His followers have scattered and 
the Jews go about their annual Passover rituals. Thanks to the quick thinking of myself, 
High Priest Caiaphas and his colleagues, and Herod the Tetrarch of Galilee, the crisis 
initiated by the arrival of Jesus the Nazarene ... is over. There will be no rebellion under my 
watch.

Centurion:
At least the decent one we executed was not thrown into the dump like we did with the 
others, to rot in this accursed heat as wild dogs and vultures pick on them. I am not 
squeamish by nature – I have killed men in battle, executed many more, including many in 
this vile place. But somehow this man seemed ... different.

Mary:
We are all devastated. I am devastated. He who cured me of my seven demons, who I love 
… is dead. How often have I listened to him tell his wonderful stories, filled with barbed wit 
that skewers the pious pretension and puffed up arrogance of the men who dominate us... 
His mother, my namesake, and the other Mary, we who travelled with him and his band of 
merry men, are shattered.

Thank God at least for that kind man Joseph, who offered to bury him rather than leave 
him to the dogs and vultures.

Caiaphas:
It’s always a tragedy to see a man die, a son of Israel – however misguided he may be. 
It’s no crime to be deluded, whatever we said yesterday morning. Of course his comments 
were heretical, possibly blasphemous. Normally a good beating, then a spell in a cell, then 
a swift cart ride to the city gates and a warning to stay out… would suffice. But this time, 
with Rome breathing down our necks ... no, there was no choice. One man, as we noted, 
had to die for the people.

Peter:
You fool Simon! You should have stuck to fishing. You are no good at all this …. In his hour 
of deepest need … you deny him! And then you hide in this nasty little upper room! Big 
brave blustery Peter! Petros – rock ... How could you have chosen me, Lord?

Mary of Nazareth:
To keep busy, to keep sane – my spirit is too low, my mind too distracted to pray, even on 
this holy day... I am going back to the tomb to anoint his body. It is the least I can do.
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Suddenly, in the depth of Holy Saturday night, a light flickers into life, a light 
that grows brighter and shines in the darkness: the light of the Resurrection.

“Lumen Christi!”

“Deo gratias!”                                               
(extract from Deepening Friendship with God)


